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Jacksonville’s main shipping channel, a 23-mile stretch of the St.
Johns River, extends from the river’s mouth to the Jacksonville
Port Authority (JAXPORT) Talleyrand Marine Terminal just 
north of downtown Jacksonville. 

The Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) approved final
authorization for the deepening of Jacksonville’s harbor from its cur-
rent depth of -38 feet to a depth of -40 feet. Dredging will also
include deepening of the west channel of JAXPORT’s Blount
Island Marine Terminal, taking the channel from -30 to -38 ft. The
main channel will be deepened to -40 ft  and -41 ft in areas where
there is a limestone rock bottom. 

The $31.6 million project, to be coordinated by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, will deepen the outer 14 miles of the St. Johns
River federal channel from the mouth of the river to Drummond
Point. Funding is secured; dredging is anticipated to begin during
the summer of 2001 and to be completed in 2003.

The impact of the Port of Jacksonville on the local economy is
estimated at $1.38 billion annually. 
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A Great Lakes’ hopper dredge working
immediately adjacent to Blount Island Terminal. 

Future Opportunities:

$31.6-million Deepening
Funded for Jacksonville
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Recent modifications to the
dredge Texas include a newly installed

4,000-hp cutter motor, new swing winches,
new ladder extension, a widened and extended

hull, extended ladder frame, new cutter service plat-
form, new lever room and improved instrumentation and

addition of a walking spud with a 9-m stroke. With her overall
length of 355 ft (108.2 m), and with total installed power of 14,400 hp
(10,738 kW), she is the most powerful cutter suction dredge in the U.S.

THE PORT OF
JACKSONVILLE
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Teamwork: The trailing suction hopper dredge Dodge Island 
and the cutter suction dredge Alaska working offshore at Brevard County, Florida,
on a beach restoration project.
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